
SAN RAMON VALLEY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
Minutes – January 24, 2007 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the spirit of our tradition, we strive for excellence, respectfully serving all with pride, honor and compassion. 

 
Location: 1500 Bollinger Canyon Road 
  Administration Building – Boardroom 
  San Ramon, CA   94583 
 
Board Members Present:  President Sandy, Directors Bongi, Lindsay, and Dickson  
 
Board Members Absent:  Director Price 
 
Staff Present:  Chief Bowen, Assistant Chief Hart, Fire Marshal Terry, Finance Director 
Woods,  Assistant Chief Price, Human Resources Director Leete, Training Chief Krause, District 
Counsel Ross, Union President John Keel, GIS Specialist Erik Kennelly, Battalion Chief Brown, 
Deputy Fire Marshall Mentink and Board Secretary Brooks. 
 
1. Call to Order 

President Sandy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 President Sandy led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
3. Determination of Quorum and Confirmation of Agenda 

There was a quorum.  
 

4. Special Announcements/Presentations/General Business 
 

4.1 Life Saving Award-San Ramon Valley High School Teacher Kenon Willis 
 
Chief Price presented the background of this life-saving event to those present.  Chief Bowen 
and President Sandy presented certificates to San Ramon Valley High School Teacher Kenon 
Willis, as well as the crew involved in this call.  The Board thanked Mr. Willis and all of the 
crew involved for their life saving efforts. 
 

4.2 Announcement of Standing Committee Assignments for 2007 
 
President Sandy announced and confirmed the Standing Committee Assignments for 2007. 
  
5. Public Comment 

Any person may address the District Board on any subject pertaining to District business, 
which is not listed on the agenda.  This comment is provided by the Ralph M. Brown 
Open Meeting Act (Government Code § 54950 et seq) and may be limited to three 
minutes for any person addressing the Board. 
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6. Consent Calendar (Items 6.1-6.4) 

6.1 Approve the salaries, payroll taxes and retirement contributions for the month of 
December, 2006 for $2,772,837.89. 

6.2 Approve the demand register for the period of December 12, 2006 through 
January 14, 2007, in the amount of $1,020,933.09. 

6.3 Approve the minutes from the December 20, 2006 regular meeting, including 
District Counsel’s closed session report. 

6.4 Personnel Actions: 
1. Approve staff’s recommendation to award a merit salary increase to Office 

Assistant II Marge Reed to Step 5, effective January 1, 2007  
2. Approve staff’s recommendation to award a merit salary increase to EMS 

Coordinator Andy Swartzell to Step 5, effective January 1, 2007  
 
Motion by Director Bongi, seconded by Director Lindsay to approve the Consent Calendar items 
6.1-6.4 1 & 2.    Motion carried.   
 
At this time in the meeting President Sandy moved item 8.1 up in the agenda. 
 
8. Old Business 
 
 8.1 Status Update on COP Financing of Facilities 
 
Chief Bowen gave a brief introduction to the Board and then turned the item over to Assistant 
Chief Hart.  Assistant Chief Hart introduced Ed Duarte from Aztec Consultants and Paul Di 
Donato from ATI Architects.  Both Mr. Duarte and Mr. DiDonato addressed the Board regarding 
their role in the design and construction of new Station 36.  Discussions included costs and the 
LEEDS program which is an energy efficient design component. 
 
Director Bongi stated that he had some experience with LEEDS and stated that they do make 
sense. 
 
Chief Bowen stated that he wanted to get direction from the Board regarding going with a 
LEEDS program for Station 36 or not. 
 
President Sandy stated that he wanted to hear additional information and would then be able to 
make a decision. 
 
Director Lindsay stated that being involved in green business is part of the Board’s corporate 
responsibility.  
 
The Board then discussed the size of the new Station 36 and future growth in the Tassajara 
Valley, and whether or not this would be a two-company station. Director Lindsay felt a one 
company station, 2 person ambulance is appropriate. 
 
Director Dickson discussed future growth and that stations should be built for the maximum 
amount of personnel – 6 person station instead of 5.  Director Lindsay and Bongi did not feel this 
increase was warranted.  Director Sandy favored a five-person station. 
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Chief Bowen then discussed Station 31 and the apparatus building.  This apparatus building plan 
is now being reviewed with the Town of Danville Design Review Committee.  
 
The Board and those present reviewed the power point presentation by GIS Analyst Erik 
Kennelly regarding station locations in the Alamo area. 
 
The Board agreed that the Facilities Committee should meet to discuss Station 32 and the 
coverage issues in the Alamo area. 
 
At this time in the meeting, Director Bongi and President Sandy stated they were in favor of a 
LEEDS building for Station 36. 
 
Director Lindsay thanked the Design Committee and Scott Smith for their involvement and work 
on this project. 
 
7. New Business 

 
7.1 Adoption of Resolution of Confirmation No. 2007-01, which establishes with the 

Contra Costa County Recorders Office the assessment in property tax liens 
 
Director Bongi moved approval of adoption of Resolution of Confirmation No. 2007-01, 
seconded by Director Lindsay.  Motion carried by roll call vote. 
 

7.2 Discussion of Rescue Equipment/Tiller Trucks 
 
Assistant Chief Price presented the background of this item discussing the enhancement of the 
Hurst tools, as well as the Thermal Imaging Cameras.  Finance Director Woods stated that this 
item is part of the mid-year budget approval included in this agenda.  Director Bongi moved 
approval of staff’s recommendation to allocate $200,000 for additional Hurst tools as well as 
Thermal Imaging Cameras with the remaining $300,000 to be used towards the May debt service 
payment.  Director Lindsay seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 

7.3 Approve Mid-Year budget adjustments and goals and objectives 
 
Finance Director Woods proceeded to review some of the mid-year budget adjustments with the 
Board and stated that the Finance Committee met a few weeks ago on this item also.  Director 
Bongi moved to adopt the mid-year budget revisions to the FY 2006/07 budget.  Director 
Lindsay seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
  
9. Correspondence 
  
No comments on the correspondence included in this packet.  
 
10. Monthly Activity Reports 

10.1 Operations – Assistant Chief Price 
Assistant Chief Price provided a monthly update to the Board and those present. 
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 10.2 Support Services – Assistant Chief Hart 
Assistant Chief Hart provided a new monthly update to the Board and those present. 
 

10.3 Training – Division Chief Krause 
Division Chief Krause provided a monthly update to the Board and those present. 
 

10.4 Fire Prevention – Fire Marshal/Division Chief Terry 
Fire Marshal Terry provided a monthly update to the Board and those present. 
 
 10.5 Finance – Finance Director Woods  
Finance Director Woods reported on revenue reports, general fund expenditures, capital projects 
fund and equipment/vehicle fund expenditures and combined balance sheets for all fund types. 
 
 10.6 Overtime Report of monthly overtime worked 
Finance Director Woods reviewed the overtime report for the month of December stating that 
overtime was down this month. 
 

10.7 Fiscal Policies Procedures 
Finance Director Woods discussed the fiscal policies procedures included in the packet that the 
Board discussed at the November meeting. 
 
 10.8 Human Resources – Human Resources Director Leete 
Human Resources Director Leete discussed the monthly report highlighting the 2007 
Firefighter/Paramedic interview process. 
  
 10.9 Fire Chief – Chief Bowen 
Fire Chief Bowen stated that he has been touring stations with new Board Member Dickson this 
past month. 
 
Chief Bowen also reported that the CERT program is moving forward, with meetings being held 
with the Town of Danville and the City of San Ramon. 
  
11. Good of the Order 
 
Finance Director Woods suggested the date and time of Wednesday, May 23, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 
for a budget workshop to be followed by the regular May Board Meeting. 
 
Chief Bowen mentioned that the Special District Legislative Days will be held in Sacramento 
May 14 and 15, 2007. 
 
Chief Bowen showed the Board a plaque that was given to the District this year by the Marines 
“Toys for Tots” program.  The plaque was to thank the District for all of their help with this 
worthwhile program. 
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12. Closed Session 
 

12.1 Status on labor negotiations between the District and the San Ramon Valley 
Firefighters Association under the provisions [Authorized under Government 
Code §§ 54954.5(f) and 54957.6] 

12.2 Personnel Matter: Annual Review of Fire Chief Employment Agreement 
[Pursuant to Government Code §§ 54954.5(e) and 54957] 

12.3 Conference with District Counsel – Potential Litigation 
Possible exposure to litigation (two matters) 
[Pursuant to Government Code §§ 54954.5(c) and 54956.9(b)(1)].  Facts and 
circumstances that might result in litigation need not be disclosed.  [Pursuant to 
Government Code § 54956.9(b)(3)(A)] 

12.4 Conference with Real Property Negotiators 
Negotiators:  Assistant Chief Hart, Chief Bowen and District Counsel Bill Ross 
Property Location:  A). 1490 Livorna Road, Alamo, CA   

B). 18118 Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon, CA 
[Authorized under Government Code §§ 54954.5(b) and 
54956.8] 

 
Regular session ended:       9:37  p.m. 
Closed session began:        9:48  p.m. 
Closed session ended:      10:04  p.m. 
Regular session reconvened:     10:05  p.m. 
Closed session began:      10:07  p.m. 
Closed session ended:      10:09  p.m.  
 
13. Return to Open Session 
 
District Counsel’s closed session report is attached.  Reportable action from closed session is 
included in the Counsel’s report. 
 
14. Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. to the next scheduled board meeting of February 28, 2007. 
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
       
Susan F. Brooks, Secretary to the Board 
 
Approved by: 
 
 
      
Ken Sandy, Board President  
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